March/April 2021

Our Response

Working through the pandemic
When the pandemic started, one of our Fellows living at Hunters Lodge
caught Covid-19. This made us realise we needed to create a separate
support hub, away from our accommodation.

Thank you to everyone who has
continued to support us throughout
2020 and into this year, even though
you have not been able to visit or
see what has been going on firsthand.
As you will read, we have had a
very busy start to 2021 with our
work supporting homeless and
vulnerable people during the
pandemic and we need your help to
continue with this, and to reach our
vision for the future.

£
We have not been able to hold
events and talks this year, but we
still need your help to make sure
we have a solid base of regular
donors who can keep us going
through the good times and the bad
in 2021 and beyond.
To sign up please go to:

In March 2020 Community of Grace set up a dedicated hub at Wycliffe
United Reformed Church. Since then we have been helping over 50
people across the city who are vulnerable, isolating or in poverty. We
make sure that we visit every week to deliver healthy, fresh veg, fruit
and meat alongside staples like pasta, rice and tinned food. The weekly
visits mean we can check in with people and support them with their
housing, benefits or health needs and be a friendly face.
To date, over 200kg of produce
grown at GraceWorks
Community Garden, run by
Communtiy of Grace, has been
delivered, which has
supplemented over 6 tons of
food from FareShare and
other donations.
The service is going to continue through until the summer of 2021
because the team are aware that the financial and emotional effects of
the pandemic will continue for some time after restrictions start to ease.
Ben, who leads the work and is a Trustee of Community of Grace
alongside Deborah Baird and David Howlett said,
“It has been a privilege to coordinate this work and it has been
amazing to see our community coming together, with help from
individuals, faith groups and other charities to get support to everyone
who needed it. We have dealt with people who have been sleeping
rough in Leicester who are now housed, people who have had no
access to money, providing food for people who are shielding and most
importantly being there to have a chat with individuals who haven’t
spoken to another person for weeks. I can’t thank everyone enough,
whether they have grown food, delivered parcels, befriended someone
or donated to our project. Without their love and generosity this would
not have been possible.”
We would also like to thank the Leicestershire and Rutland Community
Foundation who have supported us throughout the pandemic.

The future of Community of Grace > > >

Looking for a new home . . .
For many years we have offered supported accommodation in North
Evington for people who have been homeless or socially isolated. Just
before the pandemic, the Community made the tough decision that we
needed to consider moving because the buldings we are currently in are
no longer sustainable or suitable for our therapeutic work.

Supportive CoHousing Community
During the pandemic, the Trustees have worked weekly with a core group of 20 people to develop a vision for the future.
The vision grew out of the Danish CoHousing model: mixing people’s needs for their own space in private homes with
shared facilities and encouraging social interaction. These projects often include green spaces, allotments, a pond and a
shared garden. As well as individual homes, there is a common house at the heart of the community, that includes
communal cooking and eating facilities, a laundry and meeting spaces.
Community of Grace and GraceWorks Gardens are working in partnership to develop a radical supportive CoHousing
project that will address the current need and create quality, affordable, low impact housing, with shared space so people
can support each other in community, working the land together to provide sustenance and a shared purpose. This will be
the first CoHousing project in the United Kingdom that will provide affordable housing to purchase alongside supported
rental accommodation for people who have been homeless or socially isolated, and will remain affordable in perpetuity.

We will keep everyone updated as we move forward. If you want to support us through the
transition, please join our 100 Club and become a regular donor.
Personal profile >>>

By grace I have been saved
We are really pleased to have Krzysztof back at Community of Grace after spending 3 years
at Betel UK, who restore broken lives for people affected by drug and alcohol addiction.

We have supported Krzysztof for over 9 years, since he became homeless on the
streets of Leicester. He was one of the four Fellows who founded GraceWorks
Community Garden behind Wycliffe United Reformed Church in Evington.
Revd David Morris MBE

Enjoying the village
After over 50 years of church ministry and 30
years as director of Community of Grace,
David Morris has moved from Margaret
Road into Evington village with Barbara.
They are a 5 minute walk from Wycliffe
URC where Barabra and David are active
members.
David is enjoying village life, relaxing and
can now concentrate on his research.
David and Barbara are excited about the new
CoHousing project and are looking forward
to taking up residency when it is complete.

Krzysztof had struggled with alcohol dependency since he was 10 years old and,
since losing his job in Leicester 9 years ago, he had gone through a cycle of street
homelessness and drinking that he was struggling to break. After finding himself
back on the streets due to his drinking, we worked with him to find an alternative
solution away from the cohort of street drinkers he was with. Betel provided him
with the space and time to recover and discover a deep faith.
“At Betel I found real faith which turned my life
around and gives me hope for my future.
“I am really happy to be back in Leicester, giving
back to Community of Grace who stuck with me and
supported me to find a way out of my addicition”
Krzysztof is living at the community and will be part
of the new CoHousing project. He has passed his first
tree surgery exams and is now working with Leicester
City Council on the Trees and Woodlands team.
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